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Date of Issuance: April 18, 1997

The 1996 Edition of this Code is being issued with an automatic update
service that includes Addenda, Interpretations, and Cases. The next Edition
is scheduled for publication in 1999.

The use of Addenda allows revisions made in response to public review
comments or committee actions to be published on a regular basis; revisions
published in Addenda will become effective 6 months after the Date of
Issuance of the Addenda.

ASME issues written replies to inquiries concerning interpretations of
technical aspects of the Code. The Interpretations are not part of the Code
or the Addenda and are published in a separate supplement.

Periodically certain actions of the ASME B31 Committee will be published
as Cases. While these Cases do not constitute formal revisions of the Code,
they may be used in specifications, or otherwise, as representing considered
opinions of the Committee. The Cases are nat part of the Code or the Addenda
and are published in a separate supplement.

ASME is the registered trademark of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

This code or standard was developed under procedures accredited as meeting the criteria for
American National Standards. The Consensus Committee that approved the code or standard
was balanced to assure that individuals from competent and concerned interests have had an
opportunity to participate. The proposed code or standard was made available for public review
and comment which provides an opportunity for additional public input from industry, academia,
regulatory agencies, and the public-at-large.

ASME does not “approve,” “rate,” or “endorse” any item, construction, proprietary device,
or activity.

ASME does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in
connection with any items mentioned in this document, and does not undertake to insure anyone
utilizing a standard against liability for infringement of any applicable Letters Patent, nor assume
any such liability. Users of a code or standard are expressly advised that determination of the
validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their
own responsibility.

Participation by federal agency representative(s) or person(s) affiliated with industry is not to
be interpreted as government or industry endorsement of this code or standard.

ASME accepts respansibility for only those interpretations issued in accordance with governing
ASME procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual
volunteers.

No part of this document may be reproduced in any form,
in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise,
without the prior written permission of the publisher.
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